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The seventh in the Ping Pong Orchestra album 
series see’s multi-instrumentalist Shawn Lee go 
global. This is the soundtrack to places Lee has been, 
and would like to visit, and was made using 
instruments he’s picked-up along the way. Miles of 
Styles is inspired by the multi-cultural mix of people in 
his hometown of London, the awe inspiring metropolis 
that is New York City, and by the mysterious 
uber-stylish vibe of Tokyo. Not to mention Jamaica, 
Finland, Greece, China, France and beyond…
While Lee likes to visit new places he admits that it’s not always possible 
or even enjoyable, “I like to be in other countries - it's just the getting there 
that's a drag!” he says. So as with his previous cinematic-style albums 
Miles of Styles is intended to take the listener on a journey, even if they’re 
just riding the bus home after work, iPod on. In addition to incorporating a 
multitude of styles, Lee also made Miles of Styles a family affair. His Indian 
wife, Kirin, sings on the opening “Punjabi Lullaby,” and is also responsible 
for Lee owning so many Indian instruments. In addition his daughter 
hummed the melody for the song that would become “Mela D”, and makes 
a cameo appearance on “My Daddy’s Funky.”
To put some “world” into his music Lee managed to play the Gu-zheng (a 
Chinese zither), a Steel Drum (from the Caribbean), a Balafone (from 
Africa), a Harmonium and Tablas (India), Hurdy Gurdy and Harpsichord 
(European), a Guitarron (Mexico), a Churango (Bolivia) and a Waterphone 
(from the USA.) “I've always collected traditional folk instruments from 
around the world. I love taking them out of their traditional element and 
putting them into a different context. Mixing and creating interesting 
doubles such as steel drum with Balafone or Sitar with Banjo,” explains 
Lee. “I love when sounds become mysterious and are hard to decipher. 
Sometimes people laugh at me when I buy certain instruments. Steel drum 
was one that a lot of musicians scoffed at. I ended up using it prominently 
in a various ways on the album,” he adds.

Following on the success of Voices and Choices (from which “Kiss The 
Sky” was picked as an iTunes “Song Of The Day”, and was used on the TV 
show Damages) and his previous albums (three tunes from which were 
recently used in each of the three trailers for the Oceans 13 movie) Lee 
also released two other albums in 2007 (the covers album Hits The Hits, 
and the Christmas Album A Very Ping Pong Christmas.) Lee’s music is 
used in the upcoming movie The Bank Job and he’s had tunes appear in 
ads for Jaguar cars.
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Elvin Estela, aka Nobody, met Niki Randa at Fingerprints, an indie record store in 
Long Beach, California, where they have worked together since 2001.  Estela 
was mulling over ideas for a sequel to Pacific Drift, his 2003 release on Ubiquity, 
and had realized that the album he wanted to make needed only one vocalist.  
He had often heard that "Niki can sing!" and eventually would give Randa a CD-R 
of beats and tracks that he was considering for his new album to see if she was 
interested in being the one.  In December 2006 the first of their collaborations 
was finished and given the working title "Sonic What?!"  Excited with the results, 
Estela immediately told Randa about the concept for an album which had come 
to him in a series of nightmares.  Shortly after, the two ventured to a book store 
during their lunch break, grabbed a book blindly, opened randomly, and put 
Randa's finger to a page which read “Blank Blue.”  The god’s had christened 
their project and for the next twelve months, Estela and Randa would eat, sleep, 
drink and smoke Blank Blue.
Blank Blue is the surreal story of an Armageddon born out of a massive earthquake off the west coast of the United States and set 
sometime in the future.  The quake triggers a separation of the west from the rest of the country, creating a whirlpool of devastation in its 
wake.  Millions die.  Thousands survive.  Survivors eventually sink and drown from the sinking lands, only to have scores of poison 
mushrooms waiting for them underneath the earth's masses, loosened from centuries old trees.  The poisoned water gives them their first 
gasp, and miraculously they are able to and breathe and live underwater.  The album tells the story from various points of views, from an 
all-knowing narrator, to a psychic fish that warns people via their dreams, to random characters who watch their loved ones drown or ask 
the others underwater how to find the ability to breathe.  The confusion and sadness is balanced by the fascination of having to start 
everything all over again; learning how to breathe and swim etc.
“I started to think about making an album that I would want to listen to, that reflected the music that I love to put on and space out to.  I 
loved albums where one vocalist takes you through a journey through different sounds and styles.  I trusted Niki with my idea for Blank 
Blue and her voice matched the music perfectly.  It also helped that we have worked together at a record store for 7 years so we were 
official record store geeks,” says Estela.
Nobody presents Blank Blue: Western Water Music Vol. II is the official follow up to the 2003 album Pacific Drift: Western Water Music 
Vol. I.  In the five years between albums, the 31 year old Los Angeles producer has travelled the world touring with the likes of The Mars 
Volta, Prefuse 73, Battles, Edan, Dntel, and Flying Lotus. He has also released 2 records on Plug, and 1 on Mush, and remixed Postal 
Service, Phil Ranelin, The Free Design and Her Space Holiday
The Blank Blue album features guests: Josh Teague, Ben Knight (The Tyde) Dave Scher (Beachwood Sparks) and Miguel Atwood-Ferguson 
(string arranger for Dr. Dre, Kanye West, Carlos Nino and Daedelus)
Hard pressed to pigeon-hole the album Estela says “I would describe it as psychedelic bass music because are the two things that matter 
to me when I'm listening to music.  Gotta' love the bass, gotta' love the layers, and my third eye's gotta love it too.”

01 Punjabi Lullaby 11 Dinosaur Island
02 Brazilian Bubble 12 Heist in Helsinki
03 Great Russell Street 13 Tokyo Dancer
04 Lagos Calling 14 Mystery Train
05 Mela D 15 Phoenix Firebird
06 Bathtub Dub 16 San Diego
07 Prague Rock 17 Daddy Funky
08 Parisian Glam Slam 18 Chinese Chillin
09 Italy 73 19 Fly First
10 Ciao Bruno 20 Greekout

01 A New Design 07 Faces
02 Eyes Closed 08 The Spectral Company
03 Sonic What?! 09 Ignite
04 All The Shallow Deep 10 In The Slim
05 Blank Blue 11 Sea Roars Lead
06 Circles in Circles 12 Up

Lee’s sound, which started as a take on old-school library albums 
and has grown into a sound of his own, is made possible by his 
inability to stop making music in an insanely overpopulated studio.  
A 1940's early proto-synth called a Clavioline, a 100 year old 
Marxophone zither, a 1950's Virginal Harpsichord, a 1950's 
Xylophone, a rare 1967 Vox guitar that has Fuzz, Tremelo and 
wah-wah built in, a 1930's Double Bass and an early 1900's 
keyboard called a Dulcetone all reside within the walls of Lee’s 
facilities. As a multi-instrumentalist and singer Shawn Lee has 
played and recorded with a diverse range of artists including Psapp, 
Coldcut, Leeann Rhimes, Martina Mcbride, UNKLE, Tony Joe 
White, Chateau Flight, The Dust Brothers, St. Etienne, Jeff 
Buckley, Bomb the Bass, The Spice Girls, and Natasha Atlas not to 
mention solo records for Talkin Loud, Wall of Sound imprint We 
Love You and BBE.
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