






Contemporary Jazz Mass, James Tatum’s  highly collectible, first 
and self-released album provides us with “Introduction/Lord Have 
Mercy.” It’s another deep piece for the spiritual jazz fans. In addition 
to his epic debut, Tatum has composed and released several major 
works including Return of Joshua, Back To Roots, and The Great 
Detroit Renaissance. These pieces are often performed within 
symphony hall settings with large bands. A live recording of the 
band, called At Orchestra Hall, the Paradise Theatre, which includes 
the awesome “Zoombah Lu,” was also released on JTTP records and 
is worth tracking down. In addition to composing, performing (The 
James Tatum Trio Plus has performed every year since 1981 in the 
Detroit/Montreux Jazz Festival ) and writing, Tatum also teaches 
about jazz and has led lectures on The History of Jazz, African 
Influences in Jazz, How to Listen to Jazz, and How to Improvise Jazz. In addition he spearheads The James Tatum 
Foundation For The Arts, Inc., which was founded in 1987 by a coalition of concerned educators and civic leaders who 
recognized that in the Metropolitan Detroit area, there were many artistically talented youth whose potential were not 
being nurtured to development.
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Very little is known about The Love Affair track “Never In My Life.” It was a George Semper production released 
only on a very scare white label (with handwritten label), called Inner city Review, and released in a makeshift 
album jacket. Semper previously appeared on Luv N’Haight by way of the InnerCity Sounds collection released a 
few years back. Semper was an organ player, producer, booking agent, and with his production company, Inner 
City Attractions, traveled the country looking for new acts. As “Never In My Life” and the collection of his 
productions InnerCity Sounds prove, Semper was responsible for some stellar soul and funk, but he missed his shot 
at household-name status when he turned down George Clinton to produce a band called Mean Machine. 

Musicians from the Summer Program for Youthful Musicians is the long-winded band name for a group of 
young musicians put together by Bubbha Thomas (the drummer of the Lightmen fame) at a Summer Camp in 
Texas. This ultra-rare slice of psychedelic soul jazz business, was recorded in either 1973 (or ’74, Thomas was not 
exactly sure) and released on 7”single-only in almost non-existent quantities on the Lightin’ Records label. Since 
the early 1970’s, at The Summer Jazz Workshop, Thomas and a dedicated staff of seasoned musicians offer 
students from all over the world the opportunity to learn the rudiments of jazz. The workshop has been credited 
with producing professional educators, and musicians and individuals from over 8,000 teenagers including 
notables like Joe Carmouche, Jason Moran, Brandon Lee, Horace A. Young, Frank Lacy and Eric Harland.

On the vinyl and digital version of this collection is an 18+ minute monster by The Pyramids. Band leader Idris 
Ackamoor has rightfully been in the spotlight of late thanks to the awesome collection of his material released on 
the Japanese EM label (The Music of Idris Ackamoor 1971 – 2004). In 1972 Ackamoor’s group, musician friends 
known as The Collective based at Antioch College in Ohio, received a travel grant to study in Europe and Africa. 
While in France they met new musicians and formed the Pyramids. From France they traveled Africa and soaked 
up the art, music, and history of Morocco, Ghana, Kenya and Ethiopia. On their return to Antioch they would add 
additional members to the band and released 3 excellent spiritual jazz albums steeped in the rhythms and 
inspirations of their trip: Lalilbela, King of Kings and Birth/Speed/Merging. Included on this compilation is 
“Nsorama” from the 1974 release King of Kings. Coincidentally The Pyramids played their last gig at the 1977 UC 
Berkeley Jazz Festival alongside Al Jarreau who also appears on this compilation. Ackamoor has enjoyed a long 
lasting musical career post-Pyramids and now lives in the Bay Area. He would, however, like to know who has 
been bootlegging his Pyramids albums on vinyl.

gig in Philadephia. It took 4 nights for Shrier to get the courage together to get on stage 
with Coltrane, but he busted out a transcending 10 minute solo when he finally got 
there that was met with a nod of approval from his hero. Shrier also had a jazz-rock band 
by the name of Lifeblood and produced acts on the independent Sound Gems label out 
of Philadelphia, including Ebb Tide’s soulful disco tune “It Takes Love To Make Love.” A 
CD of Billy Paul’s “East” was dispatched to Shrier shortly after this interview took place.
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Al Jarreau is possibly the most well-
known artist on this compilation. While 
he has released many major label mass-
sellers, he also has a couple of indepen-
dent label surprises in his discography. His 
Bill Withers cover album (Lonely Time 
Lonely Street) is one, and there’s also 
1965, his first album, which features the 
sublime take on the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic “My Favorite 
Things” included on this compilation. 
Recorded in Illinois, the album is a strictly 
jazz affair featuring pianist Cal Bezemer, 
bassist Gary Allen, and drummer Joe 
Abodeely. Brothers Dimitri and Tony 
Sotirakis were blown-away one night 
when a young Al Jarreau walked into their Illinois night 
club and sat in with the band. Being big jazz fans they 

convinced Jarreau to record at Studio 
Four, a facility they owned in Rock Island. 
They’d asked Blue Note-recording artist 
and tenor sax player JR Montrose to 
record on the session, too, but he was 
unfortunately sick that week. “Jarreau 
was so young I had to show him how to 
use the microphones at the session,” 
remembers Dimitri. Unfortunately, 
arguments with Jarreau’s management 
meant that the album was released 
under a dark cloud of legal disagree-
ments on the independent Bainbridge 
label and never got the full exposure it 
deserved. Interestingly Dimitri Sotirakis 
(AKA Jim Sotos), would later direct the 

movies Beverly Hills Brats and Sweet 16 along with videos 
for Kool and the Gang.




